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Soil condition monitoring MER 2008: State of Catchment 2010 Reports (preliminary
results)

State of Catchment reports for the 2008 baseline were produced for each
Catchment Management Authority based on incomplete results available in 2009.
The reports provide a regional summary of average condition and variability in
condition for each of the following indicators: Sheet and rill erosion; Gully erosion;
Wind erosion; Soil Carbon; Soil Structure; Soil pH; Soil salinity and Acid sulfate soils.
The same results are also used to show the average condition of each soil monitoring
unit. Lowest scoring indicators in each soil monitoring unit are highlighted. The
catchment index, simply the average of all condition scores for all indicators is
presented and compared with the soil condition index for NSW. Current soil condition
pressure and trends determined from the results of the land management within
capability monitoring theme. Gaps in the data were filled by expert knowledge from
local experts.The most reliable results from the 2008 MER program are presented in
OEH (2014) Soil condition and land management in NSW: final results from the 2008-
09 monitoring evaluation and reporting program Technical Report, NSW Office of
Environment and Heritage, Sydney

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/soils/140389MERsoil.htm
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PDF copies of 2010 State of Catchments reports on soil condition for each of the 13
CMAs
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To provide highly summarised information on the state of soil condition in the
catchment to help inform natural resource management priorities and targets.
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Lineage Source data was mostly collected in the field or from laboratory test results from samples
specifically collected for soil condition monitoring. MODIS satellite outputs and digital air
photos as well as existing mapping sources were also used for the erosion and salinity
indicators. Data for each indicator at each site was allocated a soil condition class from a
rule based set of functional thresholds including reference/natural condition. The resulting
class values were then aggregated by spatial entities and indicators for reporting. Expected
current trends were mostly based on the degree to which land management is within
capability. Data gaps were filled with expert knowledge derived from local experts
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